LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of January Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th January 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 





Luie McEntire, Padraig Loughrey, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,





Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.




IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner.





Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Finance Meeting of Longford County Council held on the  21st November 2016 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 28th November 2016 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th December 2016 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Councillor M. Casey requested an update regarding the member’s request that representatives from the IDA be requested to address a meeting of  Longford County Council regarding the situation at Cameron, particularly in relation to the potential use of the site.

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, confirmed that an email was forwarded to Paul Veale, Regional Manager, IDA, requesting that representatives from the IDA address a meeting of  the Council regarding the situation at Cameron.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 9th November, 2016
as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
ADDRESS BY MS. JILLIAN MCNULTY, CYSTIC FIBROSIS CAMPAIGNER,

REGARDING THE SUPPLY  OF THE ORKAMBI DRUG.

Ms. Jillian McNulty, Cystic Fibrosis Campaigner, gave a comprehensive presentation to the 

meeting regarding the Orkambi Drug which is used to treat the underlying 

causes of Cystic Fibrosis.  Jillian described how her life transformed after she began taking 

Orkambi and highlighted how important this drug is for CF sufferers.  She stated that 

CF sufferers have now been waiting for several months for negotiations between
Government and agencies to conclude in respect of Orkambi and making it available to Irish 
CF sufferers. 
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was

unanimously agreed that the Council formally write to Mr. Simon Harris, T.D. Minister for 

Health, requesting that the Orkambi Drug be made available to Cystic Fibrosis suffers in 

Ireland. It was further agreed that this resolution be forwarded to all local authorities and the 
Council’s representatives on the Health Service Executive Regional Health Forum will raise 

this issue to the next meeting of the Forum.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.
It was noted that no Public Liability Claims were received during December 2016.

Official Launch of new Longford County Council Website and Logo. 
Logo.

P. Mahon, Chief Executive stated that Longford County Council has taken a major step forward in rebranding itself as a modern dynamic organisation with the launch today of a new corporate logo and website. The logo designed by local graphic designer, Noel Strange places a strong emphasis on the Local Authority’s relationship with the citizens of the County, with the different Towns and Villages and with its ability to deliver for Longford when opportunities for growth and development are presented. 

The new logo presents that sense of vibrancy that we want to portray to the outside world.  He added that if we want to be seen as a modern forward looking County then we need to ensure that the way we present and market ourselves is seen as professional and appealing. This new logo with its’ emphasises on connectedness will form the bedrock of our relationship with all partners going forward.

Website.

J. McKeon, Head of Finance & Information Systems, stated that the user friendly interface of the new website is simple to navigate with primary focus on the service areas of the Council. 

Enda Tiernan, Acting Head of I.S., briefed the members on the new website, which he stated, reflects the changing user environment and with almost 40% of accesses now being received from mobile and tablet devices the site has been developed to be responsive to the device it is being viewed on. Updates to the online mapping and social media integration are also new additions to the site. The new website will help to ensure that the Council can communicate with all its stakeholders in an efficient manner and will help to keep the public informed on initiatives, events or activities that the Council is involved in. Increased engagement with social media will better allow the public interact with their interest areas. 

The Cathaoirleach and members of Longford County Council were unanimous in their praise for the new website and logo.

“In Committee” Meeting on Paid Parking in Longford Town

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was unanimously agreed that an “In Committee” Meeting of the Council regarding Paid Parking in Longford town be held at 4.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 1st February 2016.

Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
J. McKeon informed the members that completed Annual Ethics Declaration forms should be returned before the 28th February 2017.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.

Mid-Shannon Wetland Wilderness Park.
Mr Donal Mac An Bheatha, Senior Planner and Mr. Alan Lauder, Ecologist, Golden Eagle Trust Ltd., gave a presentation to the members on the project carried out last year regarding the proposed Shannon Wetland Wilderness Park.
The project involved consultation with local County Councils, Bord na Mona, and the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  
The idea of the park is to utilise the land, which has been worked by Bord na Mona in Longford for the past several decades and which is due to 'come out of peat production' in the next ten to fifteen years,' as a potential wilderness park.  The park could provide a range of low impact activities such as walking, cycling, or travelling along the nearby rivers and canals and be returned to a semi natural condition rich in ecology and biodiversity.
Alan and Donal stated that the proposals are too good an opportunity to be passed up, and hope that a park can be developed for the area.   They stated that for true wilderness to be achieved there is a need to benefit native species as well as humans.  A larger area which takes in some of Roscommon and Westmeath would be more feasible.

The members complimented Alan and Donal on their comprehensive presentations.

Appointment of one member to the Midland Region Drugs and Alcohol Task Force.
On  the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor  L. McEntire, it was agreed that Councillor  Pat O’Toole replace Councillor Padraig Loughrey on the Midland Region Drugs and Alcohol Force.

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official  Languages Act, 2003).
Progress report on the implementation of the Irish Language Scheme under the Official Languages Act 2003 was noted.
Notice of Motion.

Premises for Longford Pipe Band.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“That this Council afford a permanent home, in their 50th Anniversary Year, to the Longford Pipe Band in Connolly Barracks.”

Ms. B. Heslin, Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council appreciates the dedicated service provided by Longford Pipe Band to the community in Longford over many years. However because of the strategic approach being adopted by the Council in relation to the future of Connolly Barracks we are unable at this time to make a long-term commitment to any organization or group seeking accommodation in the barracks.  

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Disposal of Rural House at Carrollbrennan, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford.
Disposal of Rural House at Toneen, Moydow, Co. Longford.
On the recommendation of the Corporate Policy Group, the disposal of Rural Houses at Carrollbrennan, Newtowncashel and Toneen, Moydow, are deferred.
Section 85 Agreement – Alien Plant Species Management.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to approve of Section 85 Agreement between Longford County Council and Roscommon County Council in accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act  2001, in relation to Invasive Alien Plant Species Management, as circulated.
The members discussed the merits of stem injection methods rather than spraying to curtail the spread of Japanese Knotweed.

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of the Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government requesting that stem injection rather than spraying be used to curtail the spread of Japanese Knotweed and that funding be allocated to each local authority for the eradication of Japanese Knotweed. 

Winter Maintenance Programme.
Summary of  Council’s Winter Maintenance Plan was given to the members.
Solar-Powered Speed Warning Signs.
Councillor J. Browne requested that, in the interest of safety, Solar-Powered Speed Warning Signs should be erected in the County. 
CONFERENCES.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy
be extended to the Jones family, Kenagh on the death of William Jones.                                   

Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor S. Butler seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to Ciaran Woods and family on the death of their daughter, Lily.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Casey family, Elfeet, Newtowncashel on the death of Gerry Casey

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
8th February 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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